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The Jordan Valley excavations conducted jointly by the ASOR and the 
Pittsburgh-Xenia Theological Seminary are now nearing the season's end, 

Jericho is already hot. The general picture of the dig at Tulul Abu el Alayiq 
is now much clearer than when the last Newsletter was written, The excavation 
of the southern Tell has been completed, The large Hellenistic tower which 
constitutes by far the major portion of the Tell has been cleared on the 
exterior at one point to its foundations, On the inside of the tower we went 
down even telow foundation level in one of the niné rooms, The tower was 

built on the plain itself and rests on virgin soil, It shows no sign of ree 
construction until the time of Herod, the Great, Here we find masonry similar 
to that which he used at Samaria, This is succeeded by a second Roman period 
featuring opus reticulatum construction, Above this are Arabic levels concen- 
trating on the &th century, The tower is a unique piece of Palestinian military 
engineering and the A ntiquities department of the Hashemite Kingdom of the 
Jordan will leave its upper courses open as a public monument, 





The study’ of the other Tell across the valley northward has not yet been 
completed, but its military installations are quite different and inferior, 
One massive wall of sundried brick seven meters high is the largest found in 
ancient Palestine, Arabic painted plaster still shows brilliantly on the meter’ 
wide panels of an 8th century room, It is imitative of marble and other stone, 
The brilliant colors of the Roman and*Arabic plaster with which the site 
abounds is surprising to all visitors, Also the legs and other wood used in 
the fortress are likewise well preserved, thanks to the dry climate, 


Along the wady Qelt's southern bank ran beautiful facades built in opus reticu- 
latum and guadratum, Although to our modern mind, this makes a beautiful wall =m 
pattern, it was plastered over by the builders, Much of it was in white plaster 
but we also find great quantities painted in red and yellow; less in other 
colors, Filasters, recesses, colonnettes and niches are the varieties by’ which 
the blank wall is broken up, Two sections although a good distance apart, are 
upon the same general line and are of similar pattern, Apparently the east 
facade seems to act as a high terrace wall for the bench land above it, A set 
of arches (probably carrying stairs) climb the entire height ¢ of the hill and 

the Tell, connecting the lower castern facade with the mz : rraimm related 
con struction on the Tell itself, The most common dimensions of the opus 
reticulatum walls are approximately 24 an¢c.48 inches in thickness, The fallén 
walls and the great vaults which they carried are real problems of removal , 
Without the free use of Arab refugee la borers furnished by the United Nations, 


the excavations on this site would have’ proved too expensive, These refugee 
accounts are handled by the Red Cross, 











Other heavy opus reticulatum walls of which only the roots remained are being 


studied on the north side of the wady opposite the east facade. Here the type 
of building has points of both similarity and dissimilarity, 
for roofing here, 





Timber was used 
In a number of rooms, the red plaster still shows upon the_ 
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walls near floor level, Apparently Reman Jericho stretched all along the north 
side of the wady from the present city, about two miles away, to these buildings 
and then crossed over to the tell, The Versailles section of the metrrpclis 
was at the point where the wady Qelt leaves its magnificent canyon and levels 

* out on the plain, It was an ideal set-uy for the winter capital and the build- 
ings are designed te fit into the setting, Nothing like these constructions 


have ever been excavated in Palestine. These buildings were used on through 
the Byzantine and early Arab periods, 


At en Nitla (the tamarish tree) between Jericho and the traditional baptismal 
site on the Jordan. five trenches were cut in the low mounds, but only one 
proved productive. It is a church’complex whese interpretation has not yet been 
fully worked out, It is Byzantine, but with various rebuildings, ‘There are two 
complete inscriptions inthe mosaics and some fragments of another, Unless the 
Jericho heat is too great, Professor Wolf of the Chicago Lutheran Seminary and ° 
a Fellow at the School, plans to make an archaeological survey of the wady Qelt, 


_ There is one major diversion of interest on the dig and that is the wild flowers. 
- The soil over the ruins in poor and the plants stunted; but they make up for 
these shortcomings is their number ad brilliancy of’ color, Their variety is so 

numerous that it seems like a botanical world's fair. Every day new varieties 


appear until it is impossible to imagine what kind of a flower will be blosscm- 
ing when we go back to the Tell the next day, 


Personal news items are brief, Mr. Howard Kee who was with the micro-filming 
unit at St. Katherine's in Sinai, is back at the School and working on the 

- excavations in Jericho and Nitla, Professor Clark, the annuai professor and his 
wife, are still busy at Sinai, The Easter pericd wili do&ptless see a number 
of visitors, The most important recent personage at the School was Dr, John 
Wilson of the Oriental Institute, His suggestions about the School were most 
helpful, The Palestine Archaeological ifuseum was opened to the general public 


on February 15th, Its most reccnt acquisitions are some more fragments of the 
Ain Feshka scrolls, 


Spring was late in coming, but the School grounds are now beautiful with flowers 
and the trees are all washed clean ' the rain, New crushed stone dresses the 


driveways, The trees destroyed in the fighting are being replaced, (This 
winter's heavy snow also.injured some trees.) The return of electric lighting 
is truly appreciated and the oil lamps have been finally set aside, The dormi~ 
tory rooms have been repainted and refurnished where necessary, The American 
Consulate is so busy that it has requested and received an additional room, 


Jaries L. Kelso, Director, 





